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A message from our President and CEO

Happy Summer!

It's so hard to believe that we are midway through July
and quickly approaching what is typically a very busy fall
season for us here at RMHC-ENC.

| wanted to take a brief moment to reflect on my first year
leading such an incredible team and amazing
organization. When asked to offer one word to describe
my first year, the one that immediately comes to mind is
transformative, both personally and professionally.

Personally, | have been rewarded with new relationships
and friendships that span the globe. For anyone who
knows me, you know | thrive on relationships so having an
entirely new circle to call “friend” fills me completely.
Professionally, | have been blessed to get to know and be
a part of this incredible team of people who are driven by
fulfilling our mission every single day. The love and care
they bring to serving our families is amazing to witness. |
am looking forward to the next year with tremendous
hope and anticipation of the great things that are in store!

As we move forward into the second half of 2025, it is my
hope that you will find a way to get involved. There are so
many ways individuals and groups can help serve our
families. Make sure you are following us on social media
(RMHC-ENC), and visit our website for the latest events
and volunteer opportunities. | promise you..you will love
walking through our red doors and experience the magic
that happens every day!

With gratitude-

Beth Anne Atkins
President and CEO




Tabs for Luca

Luca Blue Cagle was born on March 26, 2022, with an
undiagnosed heart condition called Pulmonary
Atresia with intact Ventricular Septum, something less
that 1% of babies born with congenital heart disease
have. Ashley and Chris Cagle welcomed Luca at ECU
Health, and shortly after his diagnosis, he was airlifted
to Duke Children's Hospital. Luca spent his life there
until he unexpectedly passed away on January 1,
2023.

During the 9 months that Luca was in the hospital,
Ashley and Chris stayed at the Ronald McDonald
House in Durham so they could be by his side.
“Without them, 'm not sure how we would have been
able to be with him,” Ashley shared. “We were
fortunate to be with him every day.. He was a baby
and needed to be with his family always.”

Luca’s two brothers, Ezra and Grayson, wanted to be
there with them, but due to hospital policy, were only
able to visit Luca three times. To feel close to Luca,
each night Ezra and Grayson would match their
pajamas to his. “They wanted to be with him, but Duke
wouldn't let them come... so every night they wore
matching pajamas. Luca's room always had music,
toys, books, and a cabinet full of blankets from his
brothers and friends,” Ashley recalled. “The staff at
Duke loved dressing him up every night to match Ezra
and Grayson.”

When Christmas came along, Ashley and Chris found
themselves on the receiving end of the Ronald
McDonald House Santa Room. “We have always been
on the other side of things.. donating or sponsoring a
child on the angel tree here in Greenville,” Ashley
said. “The staff told me to go to the Santa room and
not to be proud, everyone was there to help.
Christmas was truly magical for us, and we got to
spend it with Luca as a family. RMH played a big part
in that." This full circle moment inspired Ashley to find
ways to give back to the house in the future, and now
they donate toys to the house in Greenville at
Christmas.

Keep collecting tabs. Collect for Luca.

One week after Christmas, Luca passed away from a
heart attack no one saw coming. After his passing,
Ezra and Grayson were determined to do something
to remember their brother and give back to the place
that had supported their family. “My sons asked my
mom, Michele Mignosa, to talk to their school about
helping us collect tabs in remembrance of Luca,’
Ashley said. “The Tabs for Luca program was started
shortly after”

The Tabs for Luca program began at Ridgewood
Elementary late in the 2023 school year. When the
2024-2025 school year began, students were excited
to turn in collections they had started over the
summer. Collecting tabs even became a competition
among the school’s “Houses” (think Hogwarts!), with
the top-collecting House earning an ice cream party
at the end of the year. With the help of the Ridgewood
students, families, and staff, the school was able to
collect 80.29 pounds.

“Collecting tabs means so, so many things for us,”
Ashley said. “It keeps us close to Luca and we know
we are helping future RMH families. We know what it
feels like to be a family in one of these situations of
uncertainty.. a small soda tab that would go into the
recycling can help another family stay close to their
sick child. It's a small act that can change the
outcome of someone’s life.”

The Cagle family continues to raise awareness about
CHD, honor Luca, and inspire others. “Luca paved the
way for many kids at Duke... He was known around the
hospital as the ‘sloth baby'—slow and steady was his
motto. He truly inspired so many and still continues to
do so.”

They are determined to keep his memory alive. “It
doesn't matter to us which house the tabs go to.. as
long as a Ronald McDonald House is getting some
support in some way, we will continue to collect tabs
and donate as much as we can."




Summer Fest Recap!

Car Wash

Fun in the sun! We kicked off Summer Fest with
a car wash fundraiser. We want to thank
everyone who stopped by or volunteered their
time to help keep families close!

Bake Off

Volunteer groups came to the house to
participate in our first ever Bake Off. There
were a variety of cakes and cookies made for
the families to enjoy during the Birthday
Cookout and the days following!

Save ‘\' Teleth'n

the Date

August 15, 2025
6:00 AM -7:00 PM

Pop Tab Palooza

Pulling tabs and pulling together! Our first ever
Pop Tab Palooza was a success. Thank you to the
community members who donated! We can not
wait to see how many we collect next time!

Birthday Cookout

Families. volunteers, and staff came together to
celebrate the Moye house turning 38 years old
and MCH turning 12 years old! We wouldn't have
been able to do enjoy this time together without
the generous donation from Sam Jones BBQ!

CHARAGTER
BREAKEAS'

ENCHANTMENT. ADVENTURE. FAMILY.

October 18, 2025
9:00 AM -11:00 AM



e
CHRISTMAS iN JULY

A Summer Wish-List Extravaganza
for Ronald McDonald House

- JULY 19-31
| |

RMHC ECU Health, James and Connie
Maynard Children's Hospital
2102 Stantonsburg Road, Greenville NC 27834

Breastfeeding supplies
Diapers (preemie)
Baby laundry detergent

@ .
URGENT NEEDS
/\% ¢ Individually wrapped snacks
e K-Cups
DROP-OFF LOCATIONS * Febreze/Lysol
. ¢ Infant toys
529 Moye Blvd., Greenville NC 27834 « Copy paper

iNTHE HOLIDAY SPiRiT

Hot chocolate packets
Christmas trees
Christmas lights
Wrapping paper

Tape

Wreaths

Door decorations

BACKTO SCHOOL

New clothes
Binders
Pencils

Glue
Crayons
Notebooks
Pencil box

Book bag
Lunch box
Erasers )

GIFT CARDS

e Target
e Amazon
e Walmart
¢ Visa

Ronald McDonald

House Charities:
« Eastern North Carolina




